
  

  

JOY HOFMEISTER  

STATE SUPERINTENDENT of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION OKLAHOMA STATE 

DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION  

MEMORANDUM  

  

  

TO:    The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education  

   

FROM:   Joy Hofmeister  

   

DATE:   February 25, 2021  

   

SUBJECT:  School District Requests for Waivers of Non-Compliance with Oklahoma Cost  

Accounting System (OCAS)  

   

Oklahoma public schools are required to utilize the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System (OCAS) 

for reporting all funds, and to do so according to the functional category of said fund as defined by 

the State Board of Education. See 70 O.S. § 5-135.2. Further, not later than September 1 each year, 

every school district is required to transmit a copy of actual income and expenditures of the district 

for the preceding fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). As a result, districts have the opportunity to start 

uploading their actual income and expenditure data for the preceding fiscal year beginning July 1st 

of each year.  Pursuant to administrative rule, following transmittal of the prior year’s income and 

expenditure information, school districts have until September 30 to certify the information as true 

and correct.   

  

For purposes of the 2019-20 reporting, the Oklahoma State Department of Education (OSDE) 

provided notices and reminders to school districts through trainings during the school year, as well 

as OCAS system notifications and correspondence beginning July 1, 2020. Following the 

completion of submissions and certifications for the 2019-20 reporting, there were eleven (11) 

school districts that did not meet the September 1, 2020 deadline. In addition, there were fortyfive 

(45) school districts that did not meet the September 30, 2020, deadline to certify the data. Three 

school districts failed to meet both deadlines. These districts are:  
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September 1 Deadline  

  

District   Date  

Submitted  

Asher  9/2/20  

  

District Name  Date  

Certified  

 Wilson                          10/1/20  

* Missed both deadlines  

Konawa  9/2/20  

McAlester  9/3/20  

Monroe  9/3/20  

Rattan  9/28/20  

Rock Creek  9/3/20  

Seminole  9/3/20  

Bluejacket  9/3/20  

Central High  9/2/20  

Coleman  9/11/20  

Fort Towson  

Healdton  

9/2/20  

9/2/20  
Shady Point  

Turpin  

September 30 Deadline  

  

9/21/20  

9/2/20  

Hollis                          10/1/20  

Kingfisher                      10/1/20  

Kingston                        10/1/20  

Lindsay                         10/5/20  

Lone Wolf                       10/1/20  

Madill                          10/1/20  

Mannford                        10/1/20  

Midway                          10/1/20  

Milburn                         10/1/20  

Mounds                          10/1/20  

Panola  1/15/21  

Paoli                           10/1/20  

Perry                           11/24/20  

Red Oak                         10/2/20  

Ringwood                        10/1/20  

*Rock Creek  10/2/20  

Silo                            10/1/20  

Spiro                           10/1/20  

Stilwell                        10/1/20  

*Turpin  10/1/20  

Wapanucka                       10/1/20  

Washington                      10/1/20  

Westville                       10/2/20  

Wetumka                         10/1/20  

Wilburton                       10/1/20  

Arkoma                          10/1/20  

ASTEC Charter School  10/1/20  

Blackwell                       10/1/20  

Broken Bow                      10/1/20  

Cache                           10/1/20  

Carlton Landing Academy 

Charter School  10/1/20  

Carney                          10/1/20  

Cement                          10/1/20  

Chandler                        10/1/20  

Cherokee Immersion Charter 

School  10/2/20  

Crooked Oak                     10/1/20  

Cyril                           10/2/20  

Davenport                       10/1/20  

E-School Virtual Charter  10/2/20  

Eufaula                         10/1/20  

Felt                            10/1/20  

Fletcher                        10/1/20  

Fort Cobb-Broxton               10/1/20  

Frink-Chambers                  10/1/20  

Garber                          10/1/20  

Granite                         10/1/20  

*Healdton  10/1/20  



  

    

Failure to meet the September 1 submission and/or the September 30 certification deadline is 

considered “not operating pursuant to” OCAS. See 70 O.S. § 5-135.2; see also Oklahoma 

Administrative Code 210:25-5-4. School districts that are determined to be not operating pursuant 

to OCAS are required to receive a reduction of State Aid funds, according the following scale:  

  

1. One-percent (1%) for the first month of not meeting the September 1 

deadline;  

2. Two-percent (2%) for the second month;  

3. Three-percent (3%) for the third month;  

4. Four-percent (4%) for the fourth month; and,  

5. Five-percent (5%) for each subsequent payment.  

Id.  

Current statute provides that the reduction may be waived by the State Board of Education if the 

district can demonstrate that “failure to operate pursuant to said system was due to circumstances 

beyond the control of the district and that every effort is being made by the district to operate 

pursuant to said system as quickly as possible.” Id.   

  

Each of the aforementioned school districts has been provided an opportunity request a waiver, by 

submitting a request to the State Board of Education explaining the circumstances that were 

beyond their control and what effort(s) is being made by the district to operate pursuant to the rules 

and regulations. Enclosed are the calculations of the proposed penalties as well as letters from the 

school districts requesting a waiver.   
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